WORK FOR WEDGWOOD, 1775-1787
that subsequent relations were to breed an esteem and
liking, which are evident in a letter from Wedgwood to
Mrs. Flaxman, written some time after Flaxrnan's return
from Italy in 1794 and enclosing a pen drawing of
Flaxman by John Jackson * : " Mr. Wedgwood presents
his compliments to Mrs, Flaxman and has the honour to
present her with the portrait of the first artist of the age
which from her knowledge of his many other good
qualities he flatters himself will be favourably received/5
It should be clearly understood that Flaxman's relation
to Wedgwood was not, as the biographers of both are apt
to imply, a case of one established reputation collaborating
with another, but that of a young and unformed artist
serving a clear-sighted and masterful personality. Flax-
man was but one of many artists employed by Wedgwood,
who knew exactly what he wanted, and insisted on his
artists producing designs not only of good quality, but at
a reasonable price, and of a kind which suited the technical
processes of reproduction. To these ends he would with-
out hesitation match artist against artist, call for further
work on a design, or alter it himself. Since his productions
were intended not only as objects of beauty in themselves,
but to decorate buildings and furniture, and to be used
for such articles as bracelets, brooches, and muff-chains,
adaptation of a particular design to varying purposes was
inevitable, and to this adaptation the artist had to submit
Wedgwood's attitude towards his artists is clearly revealed
1 Letter and sketch reproduced, Art Journal, 1912, p. 83.